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give him. I went two days afterwards 
to the same house, to see how the 
— le were. They had partaken a 
ittle of the same spirit, as they told 

me that it would just be — re for 
me to stop my visits, as they did not 
want any 4 with their land- 
lord, they being in one of his houses. 
Next day they were at my landlady 
to get her to put me out, as I was not 
fit to be kept in the town. They 
threatened if she did not that she need 
not look for any more obligements 
from them. But the Lord will open a 
door somewhere if I am put out. 

If it were not for fear of persecution. 


I believe many of this people would 


obey, but the majority of them look 
to their landlords and ministers as 
being a little superior as they have 
means and learning. Although they 
can read their Bible and know what 
is in it, they cannot take it as it reads, 
having been taught so long in their 
old way. After all I am not afraid 
J will get long, 1 

ave very good prospects ne 
lady has been — to me and also 
to brother Findlay. I believe that she 
will brave the storm and embrace the 
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Gospel. But I do not want to say 
much about the people here, as I have 
been disappointed so mu There 
are so many obstacles to overcome in 
these Islands that it takes great pati- 
ence, a deal of the Spirit of Bod, 
and faith and good works to bear up. 
Since the foregoing was written I 
have got warning to leave my room. 
The landlady can’t stand the abuse of 
the ple for harboring me. I do 
not know where I am going, but it is 
allright. They say that I preach the 
true Gospel, only leave out Joseph 
Smith. That is the whole talk here. 
They have got it into their heads that 
there were to be no more true 2 
on the earth after Jesus. Let it is 
very easy to prove to the contrary. I 
have got the advantage of them with 
the Scriptures and that is what they 
are angry at. The Spirit of God cuts 
where it strikes and it shows the true 
ight as it has been revealed to us. 
ow when I have got the ministers at 
their duty, railing against me, it looks 


as if there were some sheep not far 

away ; at least I hope so. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 
Gro. MELDRUM. 


HOLD YOUR TONGUE 


Men can guide ships, bridle horses, 
tame lions, run telegraph cables under 
the ocean, navigate the air, signal the 
storms and ‘tunnel the mountains, but 
the tongue remains unconqueret. 


The tongue was made tos words 
of hope, to anthems of praise, to 
console the broken-hearted, to en- 


courage the doubting, and to proclaim 
the beauties and eo of an immortal 
world. Its words were to distil like 
the dew, and to be as sweet as honey, 
but how perverted. It is sharper than 
a sword, stings like the viper and 

phemy of despair are 
uttered, when there should ay 
words of hope, of truth and love, 
falling like the rain drops on the new- 
wanthe tongue of an 

was the tongue of an uen 
Greek which , — 


the stormy 
sions of the multitude. It — ‘the 


tidings of love and hope to the fallen 
of earth. It wasthe tongue of our 
blessed Lord that —— the 
world's forgiveness in his name. And 
ve behold cloven tongues of fire ready 
to proclaim the pentecostal Gospe 
when the tidings of life were to go 
forth to the nations. Unknown 
tongues were heard in the Church, and 
uttered the wonderful words of the 
Father's love. 
But there are times when the tongue 
should be silent. Men are to be judged 
by their words. When two men are 
in a quarrel, hold your tongue; when 
ou have nothing good to say of others, 
Bold your tongue; when your words 
are to be carried by feet that are swift 
in running to mischief, hold your 
tongue. : 
— that the seven sins of 
the nan include the sinful tongue. 
Says Solomon, “These six things doth 


tongue of an angel that proclaimed the 


the Lord hate; yea, seven are an 


| 
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abomination unto him : A proud look, | evil, and his lips, that they speak no 
a lying and hands that have 0. 
shed innocent bl a heart that de- The tongue is indeed a little mem- 
viseth wicked imaginations, feet that | ber, but it boasteth of great things. 
be swift in running to mischief, a false | Let the heart be imbued with love and 
witness, and he that soweth discord | purity, then from its abundance of 
among brethren.” (Prov. vi. 16-19.) | goodness the tongue will utter words 
He who would see long days, enjoy the | of hope for the fallen, and m of 
comforts of truth, be ready for angel- to those who sit in the valley of 
greetings, must refrain his tongue from death. 


POETRY. 
Is IT RIGHT. 


(SELECTED. ] 


To every uttered word or thought, When angry passions rise wi 


ithin, 
Whate’er thou mayest indite, Reflect! and ask If right?“ 

y this golden, beauteous test, And thou shalt prove the conqueror, 

e question Is it right?“ And put the foe to flight! 
When thoughts arise and tempt us on, Two paths there are before us 
Alluring us away * The way, and the 

Pause! ask the conscience Is it right?’ Look well! and guard thy every step; 
And be not led astray. Reflection makes us strong! 
DIED. 


Lers.—At Stockport, Lancashire, January 26th, 1879, Adam Lees, aged 77 years. 
Deceased was an old member of the Church and died firm in the faith of the 3 

Trrrxr.—At Newport, Salop, May 3rd, 1879, Elizabeth Titley. Deceased was born 
May 26th, 1812, and died firm in the faith of the Gospel. 3 re i 
_Borrreti.—At Bountiful, Davis County, Utah, April goth, 1879, of a lingering 
illness, James Thomas aged 70 5 20 days.“ News.“ 

HonksLxr. At Hucknall, Tor April 30th, 1879, of bronchitus and inflamation, 
Albert Horsley, son of William and Sarah Horsley, aged 1 year and 11 days. — Utah 
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0 fea THE WORD OF THE 1 O YE NATIONS, AND DECLARE IT IN THE ISLES 
AFAR OFF, AND SAY, Hz THAT SCATTERETH ISRAEL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP 
HIM, AS A SHEPHERD DOTH HIS FLOCK.”—Jeremtah xxxi, a8. 
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ABUSED AND OPPRESSED. 


The following is elne if we could only 

from the: Geo. — freedom of conscience. Even 

5 one in in which he reviews the | the sombre and frowning —— 

the Su reme Court of the | of deserts and: mountains, with ex- 

United States in the Reynolds Poly- | treme privation, hardship and ex- 

Case. The extract gives a brief | cessive toil, had no — ee 

| put truthful picture of the oppressive soul could be: and the worship 
treatment received Ke the — due the Creator could be rendered in 

— eral Goveramen | These were 

use there was noms to molest or 


— te. There were none to 
2 tra 1 ve none to m to shoot 
hands miles beyond the frontier of | drive men and women, to burn houses, 
civilization... We placed this great | to destroy property, to threaten, to 
distance between us and those who | harass or to annoy. To stand guard 


hated us. And, we did this, too, | at the residences of prominent citizens, 
| out down to sleep expecting to 

lands or taking aroused by signals: to repel 

We could not sell the one at a fair were not necessary. Peace and quiet 


price, and we could not carry the | and freedom of conscience held un- 
other. But, rather 1 violate our | interrup 719 „ — the * the 
consciences, and abandon our reli-valleys every 
on, we were willing to forsake all. man of every creed has had berg of 
lom of conscience, liberty to | conscience and of wo There. 
| an of any denorfoaton 
place ta whieh denomination peach, 
a! in which 
congregation: him: 
the extreme northern to the extrem 
ne southern settlement an un 
il- [woman, whether or 


: 
ta 
1 
— — 
. 
‘ 
* 
* 
. 
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or strong, could walk every road in 
city or country, by night or day, 
without hearing a word of insult or 
witnessing a gesture of disrespect. 
Woman was held to no stricter ac- 
countability to be pure than her bro- 
ther, man. Chastity was held to be 


the crowning virtue in both sexes. 


Intemperance had no votaries. That 
unhappy being, who is doomed to 
disease and abject wretchedness and 
an early death, and through whose 
sacrifice the domestic circle, in mono- 
gamic lands, is preserved compara- 
tively free from pollution—she whom 
Leckey* calls “the eternal priestess 
blasted for the sins of 
e people, who appears in monogamic 
7 the perpetual symbol of the 
degradation and sinfulness of man 
that unhappy being did not exist in 
the valleys of Utah, for prostitution 
was unknown. IIlegitimacy was un- 
represented. A disease that I will 
not name had not a victim in the 
land. Travelers’ goods were as safe 
in cloth- covered wagons in the streets 
and by the highways’ sides, as if they 
were in fireproof stores. 
This happy condition of affairs pre- 
vailed for years. Then came a change. 
The ¢ivilization which deemed us un- 
fit for its companionship, and from 


whose .cruel and destructive assaults | 


we had fled, overleaped the barriers 
of distance which we had placed 
torced 
aggressive y it for 
Tight to subdue us. Its advocates 


have not been content to meet us | history. 


upon equal terms. Forgetting the 
past wrongs inflficted upon us, for- 
getting what we had endured in 
Morals, vol. 2, 7. ww. 


* 


leaving and sacrificing all for 

forgetting that we had done all that 
people could do to remove every cause 
of offence by seeking homes in the 
savage and remote wilderness, they 
have brought the strong arm of the 
Government to bear upon us. They 
have called vice to their aid. Drink- 
ing saloons, gambling saloons and 
brothels have been introduced into 
our cities. Missionaries of evil have 
come in troops intruding 7 n our 
peace with their cries about the supe- 
riority of their system of monogamy, 
with their degraded ive instru- 
ments of lust those “ blasted priest- 
esses of humanity —with their licen- 
tious habits, with their diseased 
bodies. They have aimed to break 
up existing harmony, to destroy order, 
to overthrow to con- 
science, to c religion, stamp 
out virtue, and to make vice popular 
and supreme. While truth and rea- 
son were untrammeled and had a fair 
field in which to operate, this condi- 
tion of affairs might be endured, but 
Congress threw its weight in the 
scalé against us. Closing its ears to 
our a ‘disregarding our pro- 
testations, it has, with impious pre- 
sumption, pointed out to us a com- 
mand of our Creator; which it com- 
mands us not to obey, And now, 


because of its high: authority, comes 
the crowning outrage of all, the 
DECISION OF THE SUPREME CouURT 


OF THE UNITED Srates, justifyi 


| the action of Congress ; its prejudi 


ial quotations of 
e to prove that we 
are outside of the protection of the 
Constitution, and have only such 
rights of conscience as the 


an 
7, endéavor 


shall see fit to grant unto us ! 


DIVINE KNOWLEDGE. _ 
* BY ELDER WILLIAM X. WILLIAMS. 


knowledge to anyone. 
The history of God's people, in 


| ced 
. When the Latter-day Saints testify | siom 10 believe that God reveals such 
that they undoubtedly know that the 
of 
origin, some people denounce | every ‘Shows ey 
melir assertion over- enjoyed know of their duties 
nthusiasm, eto, and say it is delu- | to Most High, and of His will 
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d their 


the Lord. 
revélation have. been. the 
that. have obtained a 
their Creator and 
This valuable e Was re- 
vealed to them in various ways 
Sometimes 3 by with 
the ls ; Visions, 
by the the tions the Holy 
Spirit. le, 
the Father of all, it is quite 
N and consistent to believe 
that He will continue, em enge all 
to bestow similar 
clon, who will fai 


Ou Savior, when on the 
‘promised that, “If 
man 


thers), he guid know of the 255 
e, whether it was of 
spoke of himself” ohn 
Ve AT Thus He laid down a fun 
0 He eave the people un- 
4 nd that the I was demon- that 
strable, and that ihc one who would 
F. and obey wo uld obtain an in- 


of its divine origin. 
It is evident “that 


whosoever would 
embrace the religion of 
in 


row path that leadeth to eternal life, 
uld not be in doubt or uncertainty 
concer ing it. 

tides the Above quotation, we 
find such promises as the foll 0 
“But the Comforter, which is t 4 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said | 
unto you” (John xiv, 26). “ But 2 
the Comforter is come, whori I will | 
send unto you from the Father, even 


Spirit, of Father be 


Father, testi 
“XY, 26) 
ude you un 
of } 
ever he shall h 


0 His will (tho Fa- | Th 


a8 
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it unto you” (John, xvi, 13 14), From 
the f it is plainly understood 
that all true believers in Jesus Christ 

Ae receive the Comforter (Holy 

whieh woutt guide them unto 
pre reveal to their minds a 
of rinciples of eternal 
life ; to come, and 
unfold to erstanding the 
mysteries of the een, and unite 
them in belief, sentiments, love and 
good works, for Jesus has said, in the 
tter times, “Unless ye are one ye are 
not mine.” 

The fact that disunion, strife, hatred 
and confusion prevail among the nu- 
merous professing sects of Christian- 
o ity, is an evidence that they are not 
in possession of the Holy Spirit, an 
not true levers an 
followers of lowly J ald 
e are as Paul the Apostle sal 
“Ever learning, and never able to 
come to the ae of the truth 
1 iii, 7). 

It is of the utmost importapce that 
fall should receive and retain the spirit 
of truth, so that we may have a sure 
and n guide unto all truth, 

that not wander in doubt, 
darkn and ; “tossed to 
and fro about with every 
wind Tor the sleight of 
bey cunuing craftinéss, w 

e in wait £0. deceive” (Eph. i iv, 
e find the 


verifi 7700 . Wo 
en they said, “ We 

know we ‘ape of God, 


(J John v, 19). "Tos the ques- 
tion, Whom say ye that IL am? And 


© promises of the Savior 


Simon Peter answered and said, 
Thou art the 


725 Son of the 


and 
to 
nd prophet but not 


e said, “Ye shall | 


Hol oly Ghost ; for 


——-— 
eo le su DOR 
vealed 
ne -aposties ¢ 
wi dh His wil be shal now of the 
as whether. he spoke of himself. And 
d | mised. the gifs of, the Holy Ghost.to 
obey the Gospel. After 
8} teilung we pe | 
| required conditio 
| shall receive of mins, and shall show | receive the gift of 


gs. 


ou —— ye know not 

ut because ae know it” 

4 Wo in 21). Also, as above 
know that we are o 

ded Through the whole of the 
0 is more cer- 
tan hap tet ll who id the will of 


the might 
know thee true 


Jesus 


(John 2. 3 

Says “How can J obtain this 
"knowledge ‘It can’t be pur- 
chased with money 
ip ee „ for it is the pure 
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God 3 


record of thé and Son ; which 


whom thou has Boa | 


faithfully comply with the 5 


themselves. They 
which b 


will confirm the testimonies and in- 
structions of the servants of | 
and will unfold to their understanding 
the principles of the everlasting Gos- 
pel. The Spirit will search the d 


d. lead al 
— 


The Latter-day Saints, ‘through 


f | obedience to the Gospel, have receiv- 


Holy Ghost and this unmis- 
takeable spiritual knowledge, which 
causes them to cheerfully endure the 
sneers of the self-righteous and the 
persecutions of the wicked; and it 
stimulates them to sacrifice homes 
and the soci of relatives and 
to th are, wh 
can learn g Tha kt g Ways and 
that 
esca e r- udgme 
will shortly overtake the wick wick x 
Because of AA divine 
knowledge, the elders of the Church, 
at the command of the Great Ibanez 
leave the endearments of happy 
homes, and go to the nations of 1 4 


arigh a ing use it for | money or price, e peo- 
His glory 27 — own exaltation. vat they that ther ir message. 
It is obtai NL the 2 0 and promise the same 
will, which od and in his | knowledge to all who will comply with 
Son Jesus hich i f repentance, baptism | the requirements of the Blan of sal- 
in water, by immersion, for the 45 vation and, by faithful endurance to 
sion of sins and the of | the 2 they will inherit eternal life, 
hands for the reception of t * in the kingdom of heaven. | 
Ghost, * those duly ; 
TESTIMONY, | 
to do jus mad 
iy 
may be 0 through servants, grand, 
truth, | initiatory, fundamental and indispen- 
n, and 00 0 
un ages det of the 


4 the promise is unto and unto | authorized of God All who will 
to all that aro 
q of, aren as many as the Lord our 
q ball call“ (Acts ii, 38, 39.) In 
firmation of these promises, and to 
. prove that the Church generally en- 
q joyed a knowledge of their calling, we 
4 will quote the words of John in 
writing to the Saints : “Ye 
have an unction from the Holy One 
 satistactory Knowledge that 
: worship was accepted of Him. : 
j According to the sure words of 
i Jesus Christ, no one has eternal life 
5 abiding in them, save he has received 
4 
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children of men who have had ability | who “walked with God,” was the 


and opportunity to exercise faith and 
acceptance, from Adam to his latest 


descendants, — | 

‘When Eden bloomed, and the blight 
of sin was there unknown, our 
progenitor communed with his Maker 
without a veil between. The com- 
mand was given to Adam: Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest 
eat, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it, for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.“ Here 
was the testimony of Jehovah. Was 
it necessary to regard it as such? The 
well-known consequences are a suffi- 
cient answer. Later, and after the 
fruit of the tres had been partaken 
of, the Lord God said unto Adam: 
“Because thou hast hearkened unto 


the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten | 


of the tree of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of 
it: cursed 1s the r- for thy sake, 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee, 
and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field ; in the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground, for out of it wast 
thou taken, for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.” The 
Lord God proclaimed unto Adam the 
law and the penalty of its violation, 
and who among his numerous poste- 
rity will have the temerity to assert 
‘that the former has not been enforced, 
the latter has not been in- 


Descend the stream of time. 
‘wickedness of man was 
earth, and it repented the Lord that 
He had made man on the an 
vee Him at His heart,” for the 


d | would 


chosen one. Unto him the Lord 
said: And behold, I, even I, do 


bring a flood of water upon the eart 
| ra h, 


éetroy all flesh wherein is the 


| breath of life, from under heaven; 


and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die. But with thee will I esta- 
blish my covenant; and thou shalt 
come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, 
and thy wife, and 7 son's wives 
with thee” (Gen. vi, 17, 18). And 
the Lord said unto Noah, my Spirit 
shall not always strive for 
he shall know that all flesh shall die ; 
yet his days shall be an hundred and 
1 and if men do not 
repent, will send in the floods upon 
them.“ And it came 2 at 
Noah continued his p ing unto 
the people, saying, Hearken, and give 
heed unto my words; believe and 
repent of your sins, and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, even as our fathers did, and 
ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, that 
ye may have all things made mani- 
est; and if ye do not this, the floods 
will come in upon you” (Pearl of Great 
Price, p. rd ere was the testi- 
mony of the Almighty to Noah, 
which it was necessary for him to 
believe for individual salvation, and 
the resign | of ‘Noah to the ante- 
deluvian world, which of 3 
they must believe, or the fl 
would destroy them, and all flesh 
wherein was the breath of life. Did 
— believe Noah’s testimony? No, 
and the decreed destruction came 
spol them. But had they believed 
the message of salvation, repented of 
their sins, and done the will of God 
as taught _ oah, their salvation 
ave been as certain as their 


destruction. And here let it be par- 


had become “corrupt,” and ticularly observed, that their des- 
“filled with violence“ thro the | truction was the direct result of their 
corruption of the children of men’; | disbelief of Noah’s testimony. ie 
therefore, “the destruction of all] Pass to the meridian of time. The 
flesh”—a water-cleansing, or baptism | Savior of the world, after his resur- 
of the was decreed. But | rection, “ap unto the eleven as 
Adam's posterity must be d. 


must be pre 
vation —a ¥ | 


flood, A ser 
God— or the work, 
rag! and N 

perf * and 


‘in’ his genera 


reached. Bal: th 
be refs ands sal 


He 


. 
* 

‘ 

* 
‘ 


‘ 


“He that believeth the Gospel, * 
preached me eleven A postl 

them fa ey to 

em in the work, as 

inspired by the Holy Ghost, e 

they n when endued with 

| ible we canno av 


of the horny- handed, tarry- hand 
e Peter, and that of those 
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we ‘believe the testimon — be re 


J 
the 


M. 9). 


Doc. an 
phet Wa de 
| trom Cun 


associate with him who are as poor to abs de 
as unpolished, arid as illiterate as het" of Michael on the ba 
That is exactly the situation. quehanna, detecting ihe sehen 
Much more evidence in proof of our | a as an angel of 
ee could be cu from the | voice of Peter, James, an Nenn o 
3 we have of the Lord's the wilderness 1 rmony, 
ay tag th his children in past | Susquehanna county, and le, 
ages, but we are ‘aed that Broome county, on the 8 ——— anna 
hee of space precludes its produc- | river, declaring themselves as posses- 


on, and we pass to the present cen- 


| of 2890, God the 
a un ose mit 
In the year 1823, and at different 
times durin Sor next few years, Mo- 
roni, a Prophet of God who lived on 
the Ties continent during por- 
tions of the fourth and fifth a rp 


of the e 
ished him "the which 


the Book of Mormen was transla 
This is the 2 Joseph's testi- 
mony : and who can say it? On 
May 15, 1829, John 


m the Co Court on 


N. E., p. 128). Joseph Smith and | pls 
idney Rigdon bear this testimony 

man w ve 
been given e him, this is the testi- 
mony. last eda which we give of 
he li for we saw him 
en on the righ right band of 


ted. | their dispensation, their ri 


hath en me—ye are my frien 
| therefore, unto mine, A post 


. | who believe 


sing the xy of the 3 and of 

the dis ion of the f fatness. ¢ 

times. again, the voice of 

in the chamber of old Whit; Whit- 

mer, in ayet ae 9 y, and 

at sundry times divers places 

through all the travel apd tri bula- 

tions of this Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, And the voice 
of Michael, the archangel; the voice 
of Gabriel, and of Ra and of 
divers angels, from Michael or Adam, 
down to the present time, all eclaring 
its, their 
their honors, their majesty and 
„and the ihe of — 

e upon line, 

; here a little and there 
us consolation by 
which is to come, 

our hope (Doc. and Cov. 

417). And to fre foregoing: 
we van! 9 add a portion of the commis- 


ke} 
gor 
n 
holding forth t 


sion of the Apostles of 
tion as given, 
5 go into ye gend, 


testimony may go tent vou 


the world unto every 
as I said unto. mine e 
. I, say unto yo wi ye, are. 
mine Apostles, oven, Hick 


| Priests ; ye are they wh Gm may K 


‘T say unto you again, that every soul 
on your wo 


ve the 


we bear! Olac 
rah ; Moroni, an 
declaring the ful- 
at of the prophets—the — 
vealed. A voice of the Lord in 
wilderness of Fayette, Seneca 
| ads of Jose 

smith and Olver Uowdery, and co 

 * ferred upon them “the Priesthood o 

Aaron (Doc. and Cov. N. E, p. 100). 

Subsequently, Peter, J 1 anc 

| John, as messengers from the Al 

| mighty, ordained them Apostles o 

) the Lord Jesus Christ (Doc. and Cov 

3 

los 

hat he the only begotten of 

‘athe (Doe and Cov. N. E, p. 246) | 

: Joseph Smith and Oliver ‘Cowde 22 

ministered unto in the Ki 


“Verily, verily I say unto you, they 
who believe not on your words, an 

are ** N water, in my 
name, for the remission o ir sins, 
that they may 1 Ghost, 
shall be mae and shall = come 
into my Fathers — om, where my 
Father and I am. And this revelation 
unto you, and commandment, is in 
force from this very hour ( 12 1832) 
upon all the world, and the Gospel is 
unto who have not received it 
270). 
ew of the evi- 


But, says the are 
| things actually so? Is the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints the only true church on earth 
Is it really necessary to believe and 
obey the elders of your church in 
order to obtain salvation? And if we 
do not believe their testimony, shall 
we be condemned of God and not ob- 
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‘tain celestial glory?” To all of which 
we answer emphatically, yes! God 
has spoken. is angels 


earth. — rred th 
| r DAaVS conterre 
upon mortal man. 
— and authorized, man organ- 
ized the Church, proclaimed the mes- 
sage of salvation, and is now “preach- 
ing the Gospel as a witness unto all 
nations,” prior to the coming of the 
end of the world, or the wickedness 
ired testimony 
to the extent 
that it is heard and understood, and 
believed and 1 or disbelieved 
and rejected, will save or condemn 
this generation, as much so as the 
testimony of Noah, or any other man 
who ever spoke in the name of the 
Lord, saved or condemned the people 
to whom he was sent ; therefore, O ye 
children of men ! repent, turn unto 
unto the Lord, serve escape con- 
demnation and judgments, and obtain 
2 and eternal life in His king- 
om. | 


thereof; and the in 


ComMon-SENSE.—A man possessing common sense knows how to govern 
his tongue and let his acts speak instead of words. The most profuse talkers 
are generally those possessing the least brains, while words seasoned with 
wisdom fall from the lips of those who are silent until the occasion demands 
their utterance. Common sense makes no parade, has no holiday attire, 
struts in no peacock * — and comes out in no sham display. It needs no 
aids to have its worth discovered, no outside support upon which to lean. It 
forms its own groundwork, erects its own superstructure, and builds after its 
own model, It is substance without shadow, success without failure, and 
victory without defeat. | | 
_ PREDICTIONS ABOUT 1880 To 1887.— A pamphlet has been published in 
America, in which the author, Professor Grimmer, asserts :—“ From 1880 to 
1887 will be one universal carnival of death.” Asia will be depopulated, 
Europe nearly so, America will lose fiftéen million people. Besides plague, 
we are to have storms and tidal waves, mountains are to “toss their heads 
through the choicest valleys,” navigators will be lost by thousands owing, to 
the “capricious deflexures of the magnetic needle,” and islands will appear 
disappear in mid-ocean. All the birds, and fishes will be diseased ; 
famine and civil strife will destroy most of the few human beings left alive b 
plagne ; and, finally, “two years of fire ”—from 1885 to.1887—will rage: wi 
ury in every part of the globe. In 1887, the “Star of Bethlehem will “re- 
appear in’ Cassiopia’s Chair,” the immediate results being universal war and 
portentous floods and shipwrecks. North America is to be involved in 
civil war, unless a Napoleon arises to quell it; but during these terrible 
s the Pacific. States will be a veritable Paredise of Peace compared to the 
hellish strife that will be waging throughout the world.” The few people that 


may manage to survive till 1887 will have reason to be 


22 — 
dences which could be adduced ; but 
they are the testimony of the Father, 
| and | | Ghost to this 2 
| 
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THE POWERS OF DARKNESS. 
SPIRITUALISM has spread with remarkable rapidity within the last few years. 
It can be justly classed among the signs of the latter-days. According to the 
Journal of Psychological Medicine, the number of spiritualists in America 
alone is computed at 1,000,000, besides hundreds of thousands in other coun- 
tries, and 10,000 medium The proportion of lunatics confined in public 
asylums 1 in the United States who have become insane through spiritualism is 
given at 7,520. 

According to the revelations of God, and it is attested in the works of na- 
ture, there exists an opposite in all things.” As error is the opposite of 
truth, so is spiritualism to the light of heayen, as revealed through the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ ; therefore it is not to be wondered at that many persons 
who yield themselves to .the powers of darkness, become possessed of evil 
spirits, or, insane. 

Spiritualism was evidently prophetically alluded to by the Prophet Isaiah, 
(viii. 19—20) when he uttered the following, in reference to the latter times: 
“ And when they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have familiar spirits, 
and to wizards that peep and that mutter: should not a people seek unto 
their God? Or the living to the dead? To the law and to the testimony ; if 
they speak not according to this word it is because there is no light in them.” 
These spiritualistic wizards or mediums that have familiar spirits” and 
that “peep” and “mutter” claim to have communication with the spirits of 
the departed friends or relatives of those who “seek” unto them. Such 
claim, however, is a delusion and a snare, being a base counterfeit of the chan- 
nel of communication that has been opened up between the Church of the 
First Born on this side of the vail and the Church in the spirit world, by the 
restoration of the keys and authority of the Holy Priesthood, as revealed to 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet. 

In harmony with the prognosticatory exhortation of leigh, the Latter-day 
Saints are a people who “turn unto the Lord their God,” who has revealed the 
authority and outward ordinances necessary to be performed for the salvation 
of the dead. For we without them are not perfect neither they without us. 

Some people say that spiritualism does one good thing if it does no other, 
in removing unbelief from the minds of many regarding the existence of a 
future life beyond this. But we fail to see any beneficient results that can 
flow from a false view regarding the future state, its conditions and responsi- 
bilities; Such a belief serves to harden. the mind against the reception of the 
truth when it is presented. 
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Whence springs this of mischief, that creates mental dis- 
traction among the people? The Book of Mormon says that everything that 
is good proceeds from God and that which tends to evil is from Satan. Reve- 
lation informs us that Satan, the Son of the Morning, rebelled against the 
Most High and he and the third part of the hosts of heaven, who took sides 
with him, were cast out of the Courts of Glory to the earth. Their office, as 
the opposite of the influences which lead to good, was to tempt men, that they 
might be tried and educated in a knowledge of good and evil, having their 
free agency, combined with the power to choose as to which they would obey. 
As the principle of the ministration of holy angels is true, as revealed through 
the Gospel, and as all things have their opposite, so does it necessarily follow 
that evil spirits minister to men according as they list to obey their prompt- 
ings. Those agencies of evil are abroad in the earth, “seeking whom they 


may devour.” The powers of darkness will continue to exhibit themselves in 


various ways until “Satan is bound.” Before that time, however, “ peace 
shall be taken from the earth and the devil shall have power over his own 
dominion.” His power will increase in proportion as the nations reject the 
message of the everlasting Gospel, now being declared by the Elders, and 
ripen in iniquity. Not only will those influences deceive hundreds of thou- 
sands of people by representing themselves as the spirits of particular depart- 
ed persons, which their familiarity with the affairs of earth, upon which they 
roam about, probably enables them to do, but they will practise many other allur- 
ing deceptions. So great will their power be, because of the willingness of men 
to lend themselves to the purposes of Satan, that great wonders will be per- 
formed by that agency, that if it were possible they would deceive the “ very 
elect.” As the signs that were predicted would be precusory of the coming of 
the Savior multiply, Satan will take advantage of the situation to practise the 
most powerful deceptions to lead the minds of the masses from the true Gos- 
pel of life and salvation. He will inspire impostors to arise and prophesy 
falsely, and others to represent themselves as the Son of Man himself. Speak- 

ing about these things to his disciples, Jesus said : (Mark xiii. 22) “ For false 
Christa and false prophets shall arise, and shall show signs and wonders, to 
seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.” These things will be allowed, by 
the Most High, to exist on the earth, Because they received not the love of 


the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them 


strong delusion, that they should believe a lie; that they might be damned 


that believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. ii, 10 to 


12). In the same chapter Paul, referring to the condition of affairs in the lat- 
ter times, speaks of the working of Satan with “a signs and lying 
wonders.” 

The more wicked the nations become the more conspicuous will be the mani- 
festations of the power of Satan, because it is the predominance of evil in the 
hearts of men that gives him influence and dominion.- In every dispensation 
the rejection of the message of revelation from God and the murdering and 
abusing of His servants has been followed by judgments, confusion and dark- 
ness. This is the vortex into which the world is now hurrying from this very 
cause. As the “Gospel of the kingdom is rejected in this age, so in propor- 
tion shall the nations of men be delivered over to the hardness of their hearts. 


? 
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As the salt of the earth (the Saints) is withdrawn, by the process 11 
of — dissolution will ensue, Even now 


character are Those who take the Holy for their — — ares 
no danger of being misled by any of the delusive influences that are becom - 
ing rampant in the earth. Those who do not are liable to place themselves in 
a position of abject servitude to the spirits of darkness that were thrust out of 
the courts of heaven because of their rebellion. Those who lend themselves 
to be.the tools of such iniquitous influences are in the gall of bitterness and 
bonds of death. They are without that peace-imparting spirit which tenders 
to the possessor a foretaste of that fullness of joy which is the promised 
inheritance of the faithful. 5 


APPRECIATED ENCOURAGEMENT.) 

The gradual increase of subscriptions for the Srar, for some time past, is 
2 gratifying to us. Notwithstanding the progress of emigration the num- 
ber of copies taken in the conferences suffers no diminution, but otherwise. 
We receive assurances from various sources regarding the general eagerness 
with which it is perused. These indications of interest are not entirely con- 
fined to the Saints, but not a few persons who are not connected with the 
Church are constant readers. These tokens of encouragement have warranted 
us in making the recent improvements in the typographical appearance of 
this: journal, and if they continue we will feel free to ee en 


for the better that may be deemed necessary. 


Reports from the conferences show that not a few.people are being dd to 
the Church by baptism. The elders should see that new members should be 
instructed to take the Star. The price is but small, and it will prove a source 
of instruction to them. We seek, by the blessing of God, to render this jour- 
nal as much as possible a means of communicating good counsel and a know- 
ledge of the principles of life. We have deemed it our duty to point out, in 
a variety of ways, the signs of the times in which we are living. In attaining 
these objects we have endeavored to deal with live issues. We have also taken 
special care to make the Srar, so far as possible, a record of the condition and 
progress of the work of God, especially in these lands. How far our readers 
have deemed our efforts, directed by the blessing of God, successful, ane een 
evinced by the increase of subscriptions. 

Not only have we been encouraged by the support given to this periodical 
by the Saints and others in this Mission, but we also appreciate the aid. receiv- 
ed from the Saints at home, in Utah, among whom is quite a number of sub- 
scribers, The Saints everywhere should be interested in the work of spread- 
ing the Gospel among the nations, and the Star being a consecutive record of 
that department, is necessarily a source of information upon that subject. In 
consequence of this it is being sought for by the. ne are r we 
unbroken interest, the progress of events. : 


As the delusive manifestations of the powers of evil multiply, the Saints 
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 BOCTAL ENTERTAINMENTS. 

We have previously expressed our views regarding social gatherings among 
the Saints in the several branches and conferences. We have taken a posi- 
tion in their favor. Our belief in their beneficial tendency becomes 
stronger by more lengthened and experienced observation. On Monday, 
June 2nd, we had the opportunity of attending a very agreeable social party 
in the Assembly Rooms, Low Pavement, Nottingham. The Saints, convened. 
for social enjoyment, shut out from their presence,. for a few hours, the world 
and its jarring and darkened spirit. The spirit of peace and friendliness 
pervaded the assemblage, and all’ enjoyed themselves in listening to the sweet 
singing of the choir, which is in excellent training. They were also enter-. 
tained by well rendered songs and recitations from individuals, all doing their 
best to make the affair a success, 

Suppose there had been no social party of the Saints, what would have 
been the probable result? Being Witsuntide time, there was a general sus- 
pension of business: The Saints, not being otherwise employed, would have 
been open to the liability of seeking pleasure in other ways. This opens 
avenues of danger, especially to the young people of the branches. The 
ordinary human organism is so constituted as to demand a certain amount of 
recreation and amusement, and if these be not provided in a legitimate form, 
there is danger of their being sought for in improper and even ruinous chan- 
nels. In fact, lamentable examples in proof of the truth of this position 
have come under our personal observation. When agreeable recreative and 
entertaining parties are provided among the Saints, the temptation to seek 
them in outside channels is at least lessened, and reasonable excuse rendered 
out of the question. As there is greater liability of the Saints to indulge in 
pleasure-seeking at times of general holiday than any other, such occasions, 
for the reasons already set forth, are the most judicious for social parties 
among then. 

Some of the brethren may bolier that social parties are unnecessary, 
because perhaps they themselves have no particular inclination to participate 
in them. They may think that because they can get along very well without 
anything of the kind, the Saints ought to. This, however, is a rather con- 
tracted, not to say selfish, way of looking at anything of a general character. 
If it were the tastes and necessities of one individual that were involved, a 
limited view might be admissable. Anything of a public or extended nature 
requires the consideration of the wants of those whose interests should be 
looked after. In our visit to Nottingham we could see the indications of 
appreciation on the part of the Saints for the fatherly consideration mani- 
fested for their welfare by President Bramall, in this and other ways. 

Properly conducted parties, like the one held at Nottingham, serve to bind 
the Saints in closer union. The enjoyable spirit that pervades these gather- 
ings causes them to more properly appreciate the society of each other, in. 
contradistinction to that of aliens to the true faith. Many persons now 
faithful members of the Church can date their first acquaintance with the. 
spirit of the Gospel to a visit to one of those parties. The influence enjoyed at 
them is so mush superior to that Which prevails at aimilar assemblages of the 
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world, that people are often attracted to the Church by being invited to 
attend them. Thus parties are frequently, in addition to — to the 
Saints, the means of bringing people into the fold of Christ. 

We do not wish to be understood that social parties — be 06d in 
beyond the limits of wisdom and moderation. We are satisfied, however, that 
judiciously managed, they tend to increase the e and vitality - 
the branches. | 


— 


UNANSWERABLE. 


In the front part of the present number of the STAR we place 3 our 
readers a passage from a pamphlet from the pen of Hon. George Q. Cannon, 
Delegate to the Congress of the United States of America, from Utah. It 
is a Review of the Decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, in 
the case of George Reynolds vs the United States. The character of this 
pamphlet is covered by the caption of this brief allusion to it Unanswer- 
able.“ In fact, logic and style, it is all that could be desired in its line, except 
by those against whose unreasonableness and injustice its ably sustained pro- 
Positions are advanced. Figuratively speaking the author of the Review 
seizes the Decision, tears into shreds and disperses its fragments to the winds, 
leaving them no resting place. This he does too, by quotations from and 
reasoning upon the same authorities to whom the Court had recourse in the 
formation of its Decision. Thus the Court reared an argumentative super- 
structure and Brother Cannon, with the same tools they made use of, com- 
— demolished it, leaving not one stone upon another. 


* 
— 


BOOK OF ORM ON. 


We are pleased to be able to inform our readers that the publication of the 
new edition of the Book of Mormon is now completed. It was printed at 
this Office, from the electro-plates procured in London by Elder Orson Pratt, 
assisted by Elder Joseph Bull. The references, which were prepared with 
great care by Brother Pratt, will be found a most valuable acquisition. It is 
by far the most complete edition of the Book of Mormon ever published, as, 
besides having references it is divided into verses. The press-work of the 
book, which is well executed, was done by Elder Walter J. Lewis, who has 
been laboring in the printing department of this Office for some tine. 
We are now prepared to fill orders for the work, and will be pleased to 
receive them. Herewith we give the retail W which vary ne to 
the quality of the binding : 


on board, arrived at New York at 11 a.m, on Tuesday, June ard. en 
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_Arrivats.—On Monday night, June 2nd, Elders Henry Margetts and 
William Wilkes, missionaries from Utah; also Brother S. W. Sears, who 
comes to England on business, and Mr. B. B. Young, who visits Europe for 
the purpose of 5 his musical education, arrived on the S. 8. Nevada, 
all well. 

On Saturday, June 7th, the following party arrived by the S. S. Wisconsin: 
Elders fl. I. Balli 4 Je FP. D. S. Lund, David C. Dunbar, L. R. Martin- 
eau, C. L. French, Joseph Goddard. 

Also Mrs. Geo. Goddard and Mrs. Turner, both of whom have come on a 
visit to their relatives in this country. 

All were well with the exception of Elder Dunbar, who has been laboring 
for some months in the Mission of the Southern States of America. His 
health has become somewhat impaired, and he will remain a few days at this 
Office, to recuperate, before proceeding to the field of labor to which he has 
been appointed. 


Shortlfafter arrival, Elder Ballif, who succeeds Elder Flamm in the presi- 


dency of the Swiss and German Mission, proceeded to Bern, and Elders 
ensen and destined for the Scandinavian to Copenhagen. 


RELEASES AN D APPOINTMENTS. 
| 
RELEASES. 


The following sliders are released to return to Utah with the company that. 


will leave Liverpool June 28th, 1879 :—_ 

‘Henry Flamm, from the presidency of the Swiss and German Mission. 

W. N. Williams, from the presidency of the Welsh Conference. 

Isaac Smith, from being Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 

The following from the Scandinavian Mission: 

J. A. Qvist, J. Anderson, J. C. Nielsen, J. Rolfsen, J. Christensen, J. N 
sen, C. Olsson, O. F. Forssell, J. C. Lindberg, J. A. Ekman. 


Besides the foregoing, Peter Reed is released from being Traveling Elder in 
the Newcastle and Durham Conference, to labor in W part of the. 


‘APPOINTMENTS. 


‘John d. — to W. N. Wiliams in the presidency ot 


the Welsh Conference. 


named : 


Henry Margetts i in the — Conference, to labor under the direction | 


of Elder John Rider. 

William Wilkes in the Bristol Conference, to labor, under the direction of 
Elder John South 

David C. Dunbar, in the the Nottingham Conference, to labor under the 
direction of Elder William Bramall. A! 


Joseph Godard in the Sheffield Conference, under the 


Elder Geo. R. Emery. : | 
co L, French in the Nee and Durham 
direction of Elder Geo. Crane. si 


The following are appointed ee be Traveling Elders in the Conferences ' 


onference, to labor under the 


